Defense  Dcxjiuncnt  2506 
(Translation) 


Exli.  /i<. 


Jixtracts  from  the  raenioraridu/n  "Effort  for  Peace"  by  Ayaraaro  Konoye 

(pp.  6-7) 


On  July  7,  1937,  the  Lukouchiao  Incident  broke  out.  From  now  on 


bepitvs  tlic  story  of  tlie  period  of  iny  Cabinet. 

(Uy  mental  state’ at  the  time  of  the  outbreak  of  the  Incident.) 

(Action  taken  after  the  outbreak  of  the  Incident.) 

(Details  up  to  the  adoption  of  the  policy  of  localization.) 

The  policy  of  localization  v/as  agreed  upon  at  a  Cabinet  council 
iranediotcly  after  the  outbreak  of  the  Incident,  while  outside  of  the  Cabinet, 

Ur.  Yukichi  I\/anaga,  proprietor  of  the  Domei  Press,  in  the  excess  of  anxiety, 
tried  to  persuade  the  Ministers  to  take  lessons  from  the  policy  of  Bismark. 

At  the  end  of  the  war  between  Prussia  and  Austria,  in  spite  of  a  great 
victory  against  Austria,  he  ordered  the  German  army  to  refrain  from  attacking 
the  Austrian  capital  Vienna  and  dealt  v/ith  Austria  very  generously,  shaking 
hands  with  her,  in  order  to  prepare  for  the  overthrow  of  France  in  the  future. 

Ifr.  Iwanaga  cited  this  example. 

My  attempt  to  dispatch  Mr.  J/lyazaki  and  Ur.  Akiyaraa  to  Manking  is, 
in  reality,  in  the  same  lino  with  Bismark* s  policy.  However,  indifferent  to 
the  concern  of  tlie  Covernment  and  people,  the  Incident  assumed  serious  propor¬ 
tions  every  day  arxi  a  local  settlement  of  the  Incident  became  impossible.  If 
the  Incident  continues  in  this  nannor  it  vd.ll  become  absolutely  unmanageable 
and  uneasiness  will  increase  more  and  more.  Therefore,  I  should  like  to  know 
to  what  lengths  military  action  ^dll  go.  If  I  cannot  keep  in  mind  approxi-  j 

matoly  the  limit  at  which  military  action  will  stop,  I  cannot  deal  v/ith  the 
matter  appropriately  even  if  I  advocate  the  policy  of  localization.  Especiall: 
great  difficulty  vdll  be  experienced  in  the  field  of  diplomacy.  But  all  the 
Ministers  and  I,  except  the  Army  and  Kavy  Ministers,  were  unable  to  get  any 
information  on  this  point  and  I  felt  irritated  every  day,  1 
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